NEW FULL-LENGTH VAMPI STORY! 
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Vamni s Scarlet letters 



T'rie best 
story,of 
course, in 
VAMPIRELLA 
#70 was ''Swamp 
Lovers." Never has 
DuBay lopped this taughtly 
emotional tale. It reminded 
me, in some ways, of the old 
EC classics with the misun- 
derstood but benevolent 
monster . . . only in this 
case the monster was a 
part-time pretty girl! Great, 
terrific ending! If all DuBay 
stories were knockouts like 
this one, he'd be my favor- 
ite writer! 

Leo Durancna. who has, 
for a long time now, been 
my favorite artist, really 
outdid himself in the rendi- 
tion of this tale! He gave us 
some truly spectacular art 
and I, for one, would like to 
thank him. 

SAMUEL JONES 
New York, N.Y. 

When is Dube going to 
do a serious VAMPI story 
. . . for a change? 

ALEXRUDNOV 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Jt This issue's VAMPI tale 
Wk is about as serious as 
'$£> Dube could make it, 
Alex. It's a feature length 
thriller. Hope you enjoy it! 

My favorite artist ot VAM- 
PI is Jose Gonzalez and has 
been for years now. 

I was really glad to see 
that he was back. He's the 
only artist who can breath 
life into the characters of 
VAMPIRELLA. His charac- 
ters seem like living and 
breathing people, and al- 
most seem to jump out of 
the pages and at your 
throat. 

I've found one flaw lately, 
though. Gonzelez hasn't 
been putting VAMPI's birth- 
mark on her. How could 
someone as talented as he 
leave something like that 
off someone as foxy as she 
is? 

Also in issue #69 you 
said that 2/3 of the fans 
wanted a fan page, so when 
are you guys going to get 
with it? I think it would be 
really groovy to see the art 
work of some of your f ans ! 
JOHNNY ROBINSON 
Knoxvllle.Tenn. 



BRIAN CADEN SAID 

I WVS BEING SQUEEZED FROM 

MYOWN MAGA ZINE.!^ 
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I read VAMPIRELLA Mag- 
azine every month, and I en- 
joy it very much. I've even 
ordered one of the 1978 
Warren calendars. 

VAMPI sure has some 
way out adventures, and I 
think she is very beautiful! I 
hope she never changes. 

SAMUAL ALLEN 
Memphis, Tenn. 

I just bought my first 
issue of VAMPIRELLA, 
which was #70, and I 
thought it was totally fabu- 
lous! The art work and the 
stories were a horrifying de- 
light! VAMPIRELLA is the 
most beautiful comic book 
character I've ever seen! 

"Reality Twice Remov- 
ed" was a real brain twister, 
and gives an idea of how 
horrifying the future might 
be. "Exorcism" was a chill- 
ing story with wonderful 
artwork. But of all the stor- 
ies in #70, my favorite was 
"Swamp Lovers". It was the 
most horrifying, most weird 
and most haunting story 
I've ever read in a magazine 
orcomicbook! 

From this day on, I'm go- 
ing to collect every issue I 
can. Congratulations on a 
truly qreat magazine! 

BOB KENNY 
Allison Park, Pa. 

VAMPIRELLA #70 was 
the best issue ever put out! 
And the best story was 
"Granny Gearloose", be- 
cause 1 really like the idea 
of the Rook and VAMPI to- 
gether in the same story. 
The Rook is a far out charac- 
ter, and 1 think there should 
be more stories of the two 
of them in action. 

BILL SHARP 
Knoxville, Tenn. 



I would be the last per- 
son to question the word of 
THE Forrest J. Ackerman , 
but if there are any readers 
out there who thought that 
he came up with an original 
name for Warren's biggest 
money-making character, 
then I must be the one to 
break the news. 

A 1926 volume of the En- 
cyclopedia Britanica (13th 
ed.) states that the word 
"Vampyrella" (note the"y", 
but it still is pronounced 
the same) is a "genus of 
azoosporus Proteomyxa 
(q.v.). parasitic on water 
algea." In other words a 
species of bacteria that 
preys on water plants dis- 
covered by a scientist nam- 
ed L. Cienkowski. 

Weird isn't it? Mention 
VAMPIRELLA to a comic 
book fan and he'll think of a 
sexy, blood drinking Draku- 
lonian. Mention it to a biol- 
ogist and he'll think of pro- 
toplasm. Did Ackerman 
think this up or did he come 
across this the same way I 
did? 

ROBERT W. YEAGER 
Paramus, N.J. 

■hk Forry Ackerman and 
O the 1926 edition of the 
%> Encyclopedia Britanica 
doing a tango? Interesting 
idea, Robert. 

Everybody around here 
assumed that Forry, inspir- 
ed by the name "Cinder- 
ella", linked the feminine 
diminutive "ella" with the 
word "vampire" to create 
that indomitable heroine, 
VAMPIRELLA! 

Your explanation is cer- 
tainly ... urn ... unusual. 
Imagine, VAMPI, named for 
a species of aquatic bac- 
teria! 



I would think that with 
four (4) editors for one mag- 
azine someone would have 
noticed the huge error in 
#70. Who are you trying to 
kid? Granny Gearloose (or 
is it Granny Gross, or even 
Granny Gadget as she is 
called on the contents 
page) has to be one of the 
worst stories ever. 

STEPHEN WEAKLY 
Elk Grove Village, III. 

Egaad! Our heroine is be- 
ing squeezed out of her 
own magazine! Not only 
does she lose the cover 
spot on VAMPIRELLA #70, 
but she is allowed only 8 
pages on the inside (I re- 
fuse to count the intro page 
as it was made up of 
scenes form the last issue). 

This comes from trying 
to stretch a one issue story 
over two issues. There may 
have been a specific reason 
in this case— so that this 
could lead to a Rook-VAMPI 
team up in the next EERIE. 
But this is still no credit to 
VAMPIRELLA magazine or 
to the series as a whole. 

No credit goes to Gon- 
zalo Mayo either. It would 
take an artist like Will 
Eisner, for instance, to 
make anything of the plot 
Bill Dubay came up with on 
this one. Mayo isn't, how- 
ever, a very funny guy. And 
he can't draw robots either. 
Only on the last two pages 
does he show the kind of 
work we have come to ex- 
pect of him. 

Otherwise the first place 
goes to "Swamp Lovers," 
the kind of story DuBay can 
write when he has a mind 
to. (If only he had crafted 
the last two VAMPIRELLA 
stories with the same care.) 
Leo Duranona also rates 
commendation. Leo isn't 
known for his glamorous 
heroines (like Mayo or 
Maroto), but his "Sal" quali- 
fies as lovely, sensuous 
and desirable . . . and she 
isn't bad when she is a girl 
either! 

BRIAN CADEN 
Cincinnati, Oh. 

\anipis 
ScarietLptterc 

GO WARREN PUBLISHING 
145 EAST 32nd STREET 
NEW YORK, N.V. 10016 
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theco: 

by Joe Brancatelli 



Article 1 of the Consti- 
tution grants Con- 
gress the right to dic- 
tate the nation's copy- 
right laws. For the better 
part of two centuries, Con- 
gress has indeed been dic- 
tating, but only very slowly 
and only very badly. After 
years of patching and ex- 
tending a decades- old om- 
nibus copyright code, Con- 
gress finally passed a com- 
pletely new statute which 
became effective last Jan- 
uary 1. 

Not surprisingly, our 
spanking new copyright law 
isn't working very well. 

Publishers, who seemed 
to have the upper-hand un- 
der the old law, and crea- 
tors, who are nominally the 
benefactors under the new 
one, have already been at 
each others' throats. Al- 
ways combative in the past, 
publishers . writers and 
artists have been positively 
ferocious in negotiations 
this year. Copyright hassles 
between freelance talent and 
publishers have been espe- 
cially gruesome and a flurry 
of harsh words, shoot- 
from-the-hip contracts and 
nasty lawsuits have been 
the inevitable result. 

None of this has es- 
caped the comic- bo ok 
industry, of course. 
As usual, they've managed 
to make more of a mess of 
the situation than any other 
segment of the American 
media. Pan of the industry's 
problem, of course, is the 
fact that comic books are 
written and drawn almost 
exclusively by free -la nee 
talent. Part of the problem 
is that creators and publish- 
ers never quite acknowl- 
edged the existence of the 
old copyright law. And part 
of the problem is that com- 
ic-book companies have al- 
ways been largely minor- 
league thinkers. 

Unfortunately, of course, 
most of the problem 
the industry is having 
with this admittedly diffi- 




cult set of new laws is di- 
rectly attributable to the in- 
ane, get-it-while-you-can, 
nickel-and-dime mentality 
that has pervaded the busi- 
ness ever since the days 
when comics actually cost 
nickels and dimes. 

The newest copyright 
hassle began early in the 
spring when Marvel de- 
cided it needed a written 
agreement between itself 
and the freelancers it hires 
to produce comics. Mar- 
vel's legal staff went to 

In the past, Marvel had 
been returning most of 
of the original artwork 
but buying most available. 
North American, foreign 
and reprint rights under a 
legally questionable 

"agreement" rubber- 

stamped on the back of its 
payment checks. Attempt- 
ing to come up with a more 
substantial arrangement 
(read: one that would 
stand up in court), Marvel 
worked up a one-page, 
single-spaced agreement. 
Rather than simply codify- 
ing what it was already do- 
ing, however, Marvel's new 
agreement, which was pre- 
sented to all freelancers, 
tried to seize absolute, total 
and dictatorial control. 

It stated, in part, that the 
artist or writer "grants to 
Marvel forever all rights of 
any kind and nature in and 
to the work." Moreover, 
it said, Marvel had "the 
right to use" the creator's 
name to promote the prod- 
uct. The agreement also 
stipulated the creator gave 
Marvel "exclusive copy- 
right proprietor! ship)" and 
"all rights of ownership." 
Just for good measure, 



Marvel's agreement de- 
manded the creator "not 
. . . contest Marvel's exclu- 
sive, complete and unre- 
stricted ownership in and to 



the u 



rk." 



Led by Neal Adams, the 
closest the comic-book in- 
dustry will get to Don Qui- 
xote, several freelancers re- 
belled. But they didn't try 
to simply amend and equal- 
ize the Marvel proposal. In- 
stead they seized the oppor- 
tunity to create the "Comic 
Book Creators Guild," 
propose a radical new pay 
scale and suggest the Guild 
be the "sole bargaining 
agent for the free-lance tal- 
ent working in the comic- 
book field." 

In response to Marvel's 
overly -restrictive agree- 
ment, Adams and cadre 
came up with some overly- 
idealistic counter-demands: 

• Marvel would buy first 
North American rights 
only. Buying first foreign 
rights would cost an addi- 
tional 25 percent. Reprint 
rights would cost an addi- 
tional 50 percent. 

• All artwork remained 
the property of "the tal- 

• While the creator 
agreed to allow Marvel to 
use his name and likeness 
for promotion, he could 
withdraw the right "for 
good cause" upon 30 days 

• "All disputes and con- 
troversies of every kind" 
would be determined by ar- 
bitration. 

The new payment scale 
stipulated a $300-a-pa|c- 
artwork rate, a SlOO-a-page 
script rate, a $40-a-page let- 
tering rate and a S"0-a- 
page coloring rate. Al- 



though present rates vary, 
Marvel is now paying about 
a S100 a page for artwork 
and about S20-S25 a page 
for stories. 

The ramifications of 
Marvel and "Guild" p 
posals are massive and 
could take pages of this 
magazine — pages 1 do not 

Of paramount impor- 
tance in the matter, how- 
ever, is whether the comic- 
book industry can survive 
this upheaval, regardless 
the agreement eventually 
adopted. Will the cc 
panies agree to a 300-41X1 
percent rate rise in an 
ready marginal industry? 
Who really owns the i 
work, especially material 
depicting characters al- 
ready owned by the com- 
pany? Who owns the rights 
to a story or artwork using 
a character owned ■ by i 
comic- book company? Is 
it the company? The wri- 
ter? The penciler? The ink- 
er? Is the "guild" of free- 
lancers really workable? 
Will the companies circum- 
vent the matter by simply 
hiring staff artists and wri- 
■ ters and ignoring freelanc- 
ers? Would a set rate ~ 
payment be unfair to more 
talented creators by offer- 
ing them no more compen- 
sation than less talented 
artisans? Will the compan- 
ies consent to buying stories 
and artwork about a char- 
acter owned by an individu- 
al rather than demanding 
they own the character as 
well? How is the creator of 
a character compensated 
fairly if the company owns 
the character he created and 
then merchandises it to 
other media? Do you trust 
Neal Adams and Jenette 
Kahn ar.d S:an Lee to help 
set p re-crier.: in a matter as 
complicated as copyright 
law? 

Interesting indeed. And 
perhaps bound to decide 
the fate of comic books 
as we know them for dec- 
ades to come. Stay tuned, 
friends. 
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The stars have 
come out to play! 
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exciting action fi 
gures from Star 
Wars have come 
in from space. 
Coming at you 
from Warren with 
their costumes, 
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I TWO ROBOTS BEACH TOWEL Best DARTH VADER BEACH TOWEL This 

■ easy al lha baach with C-3PO and fabulous 100% cotton 31"<60" 

■ R2-D2. Robot figures printed In hemmed beach towel sports Darth 

■ lull color on 100% cotton veloui Vader's image surrounded by at- 

■ background. Towel hemmed and tacking lie fighters and Star Wars 
measures 3i"x60". 1126052/16.00 logo. Full color. K26062/S6.00 
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STAR WARS 
PILLOWCASES 

I Dream of galaxies long ago and far, far away on 
I colorful blue, white and gold percale pillow- 
I cases featuring adramatic scenewith Luke 
I Skywalker, Princess Leia, Han Solo.Ar-^ ~* 
I too Detoo, See Threepio fi Chew -^i0- 
lbacca!Thesepillowcasescome1 ^£^* 
I to a package and fit any ^-f&k 
I standard -size normal -*~~*., 
| pillows! ?26049/S3.50, 




I A"force-ful"way <M 
to stay warmljU 
new, colorful, 4yl 
100° o acrylic : 

blanket, fea- 

I turing "Star Wars" vil- 
lains, ! droids. heroines and 
heroes! Vivid blues, golds & whites 
create a rnulti-hueri blanket with beauty 
and durability. An asset to any "Star Wars 1 

| fan's room and or collection! #26051/311.75 
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STAR WARS COLLECTORS CLASSICS! 



A GALAXY OF STAR WARS ITEMS. . . 
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SPECTACULAR 

A FAMOUS MONSTERS MAGAZINE! 




FAMOUS MONSTERS STAR WARS SPECTACULAR 

SO pages of information-filled articles! BO excit- 
ing photos! Features on the cast, special effects, 
robots, story, in an a%"x11" format. SSW1/S2.25 




STAR WARS BLUEPRINTS 1 2 detailed giant-sized 

blueprints including Death Star, Sandcrawler, Millen- 
ium Falcon. Unfold to about S"x30"! #2B039/S6.95 
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STORY OF STAR WARS RECORD STAR WARS POSTERS TO STAR WARS DIP DOTS Z [ 
Ovar 50 minutes of lUrto narration. PAINT, HANG 515"x28" PAINT DESIGN BOOK paint *,i, 
16-paga color film hook! #2389/57.95 pouters. #26038/15.85 1B pages. #26037/54.25 IT , .22 5SC3S I 
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FOR SUBSCRIBERS! 
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WANT TO 
GIVE YOU 
A GIFT!" 

For visions a I demonic lanlssy featuring the Universe's 
must alluring vampire. "Vampirella" Hill arrive at your 
door it you subscribe nonl A one year subscription fines 
you 9 fantastic BUI Hit of "Capture" 

diabolical eamii <j! ind saianic laes. 

Or subscrite lo> (ho years (IB titanic Issues) and re- 
ceive a special full-color Traf lie slop per Vain pi nil a 
slicker! Display her on your auto, books, Halls, forehead 
oi anywhere, rou can lake her lor a ride on your bicycle 
Be sure she comes lo you . . . by subscription! Who can it- 
lord to miss a single looa Itl I he pulsating 
adventures of the lamed lemme (alale hum Draculon, 

Sanet ol scarlet rivers? Besides h.-r own nail nnawing 
In, the pipes are bursting with scare stories toitlur- 
iiiR ghouls. Boosts and long lesKiid gals and things that 
go bumplldy-bump in the night. Sd subscribe now and gel 
the "Capture" game oi the »ampi-stickor. lis up fo yout 



FREE GIFT WHEN | I ¥ BV 
YOU SUBSCRIBE TO ^ 
FAMOUS MONSTERS! 
OF FILM LAND! 





Now is your chance! Have Famous Monsters ol 

an "in -the- know" instead of a "lett-oqt" person. 
Each month you will receive a terror par*" -- 
complete with all the nen and old mon 



i :.'■.'■'.. issues) and receive a Ma 
ZB"«20" poster commemorating our 100th to 

Boris Kariofl as llie Frankenstein Monster' 
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STAR WARS 
PAPERBACK 

BOOK 

STAR WARS NOVEL by the film's 
Writer/director George Lucas! 
Read this exciting book and re- 
live the movie's incredible ad- 
venture! This spellbinding 220 
page paperback has a special 
section with 16 pages of thrill- 
ing full color scenes from the 
fantastic movie! t*21 2G2/S1. 95 




STARWARS 
FULL COLOR 

POSTER 

THE SWORD POSTER Paste 
this big 20x28' poster on 
the wall for inspiration. A 

fainting byHildebrandt.it has 
ukeSLeia rendered in golden 
hues with a formidable Darth 
Vader glaring from the sky. 
C-3PO S R2D2 are there! 
Full, color! -2990/S2.00 
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KIND, a Warren Magazine, 
loaded with 17 full color photos, many black and while photos. 
Articles on stars, slory, special effects, director CE1/S2.00 



UFO AND ALIEN COMIX, a Warren Magazine, features seven 
black and white comic stories concerning human contact with 
U.F.O.sand Aliens. Plusascl-fi Space Market. UFO 1/t2.00 
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PRINCE VALIANT IN THE PRINCE VALIANT COMPRrl PRINCE VALIANT AND THE PRINCE VALIANT IN THE PRINCE VALIANT PERILOUS 

DATS OF KING ARTHUR IONS IN ADVENTURE Volume GOLDEN PRINCESS Book 5 of NEW WORLD Book 6 of the VOTAGE Bonk 4 of the series. 

Volume 1 of the series. Initial 2 of the series. Further ei- the series. Valiant Kidnaps series. America welcomes Val Journeys lo Africa. 6 V I 

adventures when Val strut- ploits of Val as he travels Aleta. BM i 10". Full color Valiant. SK" 1 10". Full color 10". Full color hard cover. A 

gles lo attain his Knight- with his mentor, Gamine, hard cover. Not comics hut > hard cover. Not comics but a thrill packed volume Ever; 

hood. 9" 1 12". 164 pages in 9" I 12".16A pages in color, novel with drawings! 121 novel with drawings on ever) page has drawings. 12Spag«s 

full color.Relive the romance! Dragons and evil magicians! pages in black and while page! 12! pages with B A tt with detailed illustrations in 

Hardcover. 21177/JH.95 Hardener. 2117S7J14.95 illustrations. 21217/J7.95 illustrations. 21218/17.95 blackand white. 21216/17.95 
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.. LfiOFTHriRINGTIiBgreat sweop of J.R.R . TDlkiens Lord of the Rings is biought STAR FORCE GAME Parsecs Irom Earlh a STARFIGHTER GAME The interstellar in- 
alive so you can e. parlance the same adventures as frodo in this epochal game of fleet of great battle hardened star ships lamry jl lie 25th century engages In air- 
sword & sorcery. Comes with board, chits and a complete Instruction manual & prepare to engage In cosmic conllict 10' bori hand 'o hand combat on alien planets 
-■'-- el various levels nl play as wall as a history ol all the characters and insti- possession of rare inhabitable worlds' Wj- i;jiijt >\ en beings. Related to Star Force 
is! This Is a two player game in which the free people of Middle Earth game your way through the 25th ce >:.-> ii s game It independent and comes with 
fight the forces ol the Dark Lard Sauron in the Third Age. #26099/115.00 Board, chits * Instructions' #2605"' S ! HJ Hard cms & instructions! #26098/59.00 
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The world's 
| most exciting 

magazines... 
the galaxy's most 
beautiful alien... 
the universe's best prices! 




THE NEW RING KilNf,!! paperback book cases! 



A GIANT 35" x 23" 
COLOR POSTER! 





hack books deserve a 
good, dirt free,' home. 
Keep them in these 
handsome cases with 
padded leatherette 
coverings, embossed in 
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colors; black, brown, 
Ereen or red. Tilted 
ack shelves prevent 
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SCIENCE FICTION FULL COLOR POSTERS 




PLANET OF THE BLIND Blasting oft from JEWEL OF JAHREN A diamond yellow sun set BRAIN WAVE 

■ flary column of star reaching Hams! Big ship of unknown origin and purpose! Death' 

ZZ"x35"l All In full Color! #29004/52.50 Big 22"x35"t All In lul Color! #29006f$2.50 22"i3S' 
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CAPTAIN COMPANY, P.O. Box 430, Murray Hill Station, Mew York, N.Y. 10016 



CAPTAIN COMPANY RUSH ORDER FORM 



Just fill out this handy CAPTAIN COMPANY RUSH ORDER FORM, and enclose your cash, money order or check, 

and your items are on the way. Be sure to indicate first How Many you want, the Item Number, its Name, the 

Price and the Total Price; of each book, kit, film, etc. Refer to our handy postage and handling chart [lower left] 

to add in the exact amount before adding up the final total. Please print clearly throughout. 

Mail to: CAPTAIN COMPANY P.O. BOX 430, MURRAY HILL STATION, NEW YORK, N Y 1001 6 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY IN BLOCK LETTERS: 
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POSTAGE & HANDLING CHART, Use this easy guide to ligure proper postage, shipping 6 handling 
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IMPORTANT! CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE ORDERING HOME MOVIE FILMS: ;_} REGULAR 8mm FILM H SUPER 8mm FILM 



The hottest, most 

sought-after talent in 

comics today, illustrates 

nine of the most 

breathtakingly beautiful 

tales ever to be 

presented in comic form. 

Richard Corben, whose 

underground roots 

brought him to the 

attention of mainstream 

publishers more than a 

decade ago, returns to 

the mire from whence he 

sprang . . . in nine 

uncensored classics 

published on high-quality 

paper and packaged 

in one BWx 11" volume. 

Thirty-five pages of 

comics as only Richard 

Corben can render them 

in livid black and white! 

Thirty-nine pages of 

gloriously brilliant 

Corben color! Plus an 

introduction and 

appreciation by the 

Grand Master of the 

graphic story, Will 

Eisner! Eighty pages in 

all of pure orgasmic 

delight, sure to plunge 

even the hardiest Corben 

enthusiast into throes 

of wanton ecstacy! 

This beautiful, 

soft-cover collector's 

package is made available 

for the first time, 

exclusively from Warren 

Publishing. This book will 

not be sold at 

newsstands or book 

counters. And supply is 

limited. So order yours 

today! 
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Due to the explicit sexual nature of some stories in this volume, 
you must be eighteen to order. 
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IF YOU MISSED THE FIRST THREE ISSUES 
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NEW TITLE OF 
THE YEAR! 

NINETY EXPLOSIVE 



SIXTEEN PACES OF 
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CORBEN COLOR! 
THE ABSOLUTE 



ADULT FANTASY! 
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